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October 14, 2022 

 

Board of Directors 

Summit Fire & EMS 

0035 County Shops Rd 

Frisco, CO 80443 

 

Dear Summit Fire & EMS District Board Members, 

 

We appreciate Chief Davis and members of the Board attending the October 12, 2022, Town 

Council Meeting and presenting information including what appeared to be a plea for financial 

assistance. Due to obvious confusion surrounding responsibilities, the Town finds it necessary 

to provide some background as part of this response. 

 

Summit Fire and EMS (“Summit Fire”) is a separate government entity from the Town and is 

governed by an elected Board of Directors.  As such, Summit Fire has the sole right and 

responsibility to provide fire and EMS services within its boundaries.  Those boundaries 

include all of the Town of Silverthorne.  As well, Summit Fire has the authority to impose voter 

approved taxes on property within its boundaries and in November 2021 voters approved and 

increased the mill levy by 4 mills resulting in a 45% increase in annual revenues (over $4 

million) to Summit Fire.  Summit Fire’s budgeted annual property tax revenues for 2022 are 
$16,758,222.  30% of Summit Fire’s annual revenues are paid by the taxpayers of Silverthorne 

and special districts north of I-70.  

 

Prior to the election, Summit Fire representatives stood before Town Council on September 

8, 2021, and promised that if the mill levy passed, the number one priority was building a 

three bay Surge Station in 2023 in Silverthorne.  

 

On October 12, 2022, a little over a year later, Summit Fire representatives stood before 

Council and pled poverty and the inability to move forward with a Silverthorne fire station for 

3 to 5 years.  To do this after the promises of September 2021 and while the District sits on an 

unrestricted fund balance of $17 million is outrageous.  The citizens of Silverthorne have been 

patient for over 16 years.  It is time for Summit Fire to deliver on its promises.  

 

Over the past several decades, the Town of Silverthorne and its citizens have worked tirelessly 

and spent millions of dollars to ensure our residents enjoy the same protections as the rest of 

Summit Fire’s constituents.  The following is a brief list of these efforts: 
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• Residents in the Silverthorne Fire District, through their property tax contributions to 

the district, paid for the construction of a 5,000 sq. ft. fire station at 401 4th St. in 

Silverthorne, bringing fire protection to the Silverthorne community in 1975.    

• In 1983, as the Town continued to plan for future needs, the Town secured a 1.8-acre 

property, located at Golden Eagle/Hwy 9, which was then given to Summit Fire at no 

cost, including all necessary site utilities, to serve as the home of a future Silverthorne 

Fire Station.  The current value of this site exceeds $1.5 million.  

• In 2008, the Town and Summit Fire District worked together closely in planning a joint 

facility on the Cottonwood property and established an Intergovernmental Agreement 

for this project, for the combined benefit of both governments and the public.     

•  The Town has worked closely with Summit Fire District on the matter of ISO ratings 

(property insurance ratings).  It is the Town’s responsibility to ensure that our building 

codes, emergency communication systems, and our extensive water supply and 

system (over 500 hydrants), are at the highest levels of service.  To that end, the Town 

has and continues to invest significant funds. 

• In 2019, at the request of Summit Fire, the Town purchased the old fire station back at 

a cost of $1.2 million. 

The Town has already invested millions to make a station happen.  To continue building upon 

our many years of collaboration, the Town offers our professional Town funded grant-writing 

services to support the pursuit of funds for Summit Fire.  Our research indicates that significant 

Federal and State funding opportunities are available, through FEMA and other organizations, 

for fire station construction and staffing.  We look forward to conversations on this 

opportunity and we have directed Town Staff to reach out on this matter.    

 

Respectfully, 

 

Town of Silverthorne 

Ann-Marie Sandquist, Mayor 

Amy Manka, Mayor Pro-Tem 

Chris Carran, Councilmember 

Mike Spry, Councilmember 

Erin Young, Councilmember 

Kelly Baldwin, Councilmember 

Tim Applegate, Councilmember 


